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Paleo Lab Notes: Pardon 
Our Dust
    If you haven’t been by the 
Museum lately, or don’t follow the 
Museum (@SternbergMuseum) 
or Paleontology Department (@
FHSU_Paleo) on social media, you 
may not have noticed big changes 
underway in the fossil exhibit 
area. Fossil Prep Lab renovations 
are underway! Construction of 
the new paleontology prep lab 
and research lab is being undertaken by FHSU facilities crews and 
is on track to be finished by the end of the year. Outfitting the lab 
with state-of-the-art equipment will follow shortly after. Once the 
lab is built and equipped, it will be open for business. This means 
that not only will we be able to resume the cleaning and repairing of 
fossils, but that you can watch too. With a 12-foot sliding window, 
the prep lab is fully integrated into the exhibit area. Volunteering 
in the lab will also be open to the public, so if you’re interested in 
learning how to take care of fossils, keep a look out for training 
workshop announcements in the Spring and Summer of 2018! In 
the meantime, swing by the Museum to see the progress. 



Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Excavations Gift Shop
Don’t forget Excavations Gift Shop for your holiday shopping. 
We have a variety of educational and unique items with new 
merchandise arriving. Remember, members get 10% off all 
purchases and if you bring in or mention this ad between now 
and December 10th you will receive an additional 10% off of your 
purchases.
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Exhibits Corner: 
Paintings Through Time

 The Sternberg Museum of Natural 
History will be showcasing the work of 
graduate student – Kent Isaacson – with his 
new exhibit opening in Mid-January. This new 
display will be featured in the White Gallery.
 Isaacson’s exhibit will feature paleoart 
through the years. It will take an in-depth look 
of how dinosaur art changed along with the 
science. “For example,” Isaacson explained, 
“Paleoart from the 1950’s show dinosaurs with 
the tail dragging on the ground, while the 
1970’s show them up. These portrayals changed 
with the different hypotheses.”
 His favorite part of working on this project has been digging through 
all the history. “Though,” he said, “no matter how far back you go you 
never get the full picture.” While he has been learning a lot, the project has 
been frustrating at times too. There are a lot of different interpretations 
of the same specimen. When you finally find the original article, the 
specimen may be described completely different. This is part of the fun.
 With this exhibit, he wishes to show that the relationship between art 
and science is closer than people expect. He states, “No matter how solid 
the hypothesis seems at one point, science is subject to change.”
  Kent Isaacson is set to graduate in the spring. He wishes to continue 
with informal education in the earth sciences in the future. 
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ADVENTURES AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with great attendance and lots of fun! So far, our young Sternberg 
Museum explorers have learned about the exciting mysteries of Cambrian creatures, 
feathered dinosaurs, and have made fun activies while they learned! 

The Adventures and Activities program is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 3:30-
5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. Admission for the program is $5.00 for museum 
members and $7.00 for the general public. 

Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!



Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Sternberg Science Camps 
2018!

Elementary Camps
• Reptiles and Amphibians
• Bird Biologists
• Marvelous Mammals
• Digging up Dinosaurs
• Sea Creatures of Kansas
• Minerals Rock!
• Gone Fishing
• Insects and Spiders
• Trees, Flowers, and Grasses

Sternberg Museum Science Camps Registration opens 
November 17th!  
 
Click on the links below to access the web page for each 
program level. 

June 18, 2018
June 20, 2018
June 22, 2018
June 25, 2018
June 27, 2018
June 29, 2018
July 9, 2018
July 11, 2018
July 13, 2018

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/elementary/


Sternberg Science Camps 
2018!
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Middle School Camps: 
• Desert Naturalist Camp 
• Mountain Naturalist Camp 
*new!*
• Paleontology Expedition 
Camp 

High School Camps:  
• Field Science Leadership 
Camp *new!*
• Southwest Biology Camp
• Sternberg Paleontology 
Camp
• Expedition Ecuador
• Expedition Australia
• Northwest Volcanoes
• Girls Paleontology Camp

June 10th -16th
June 24th – 29th 

Session 1: June 17th – 22nd
Session 2: July 22nd – 27th 

June 3rd – 8th 

July 14th – 20th 
July 8th – 20th 
July 29th – August 12th 
Coming 2019
Coming 2019
Coming 2019

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/middleschool/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school/
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Coming January 2018:
“Lessons with Ptara”

Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

 The Sternberg Museum is proud to present to you all, Ptara 
the Pterosaur! Ptara is a curious little Pteranodon always ask-
ing questions about the world around her like: “How are snakes 
and mosasaurs related?” “How do animals use camouflage?” and 
“Why do mammals get so big?” 
 In order to answer all of Ptara’s questions, two of the mu-
seum’s staff, Darrah Steffen (Museum Marketing Assistant) and 
Christina Byrd (Paleontology Collections Manager), are launch-
ing and hosting a web series called “Lessons with Ptara!” Darrah 
and Christina will be assisted by the golden dinosaur teachers to 
discuss topics such as science news, natural history, and how the 
natural world connects 
with people. Addition-
ally, “Lessons with Ptara” 
will feature experts in 
their field and people 
of the community to 
enrich the lessons. This 
program aims to engage 
viewers and relate sci-
ence to everyday life and 
to people of all ages.


